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Dear friends in Christ,

    Today is the 3rd Sunday of Advent, and our last full week of 
this great time of waiting for the Lord. Next week we have the 
4th Sunday of Advent on Dec. 23 and then, just a day later, 
Christmas will be upon us. Let’s use this week to wait in joyful 
anticipation. As a people we don’t usually like to wait, whether 
it be in traffic, the doctor’s office, or in line at the grocery store. 
But Advent waiting is different and worth the effort. We light 
the rose-colored candle on our Advent wreath today as a joyful 
reminder of the two-fold coming of Christ at His birth and at the 
end of time. Today is traditionally known as Gaudete Sunday 
from the Latin word meaning “rejoice.”

    As we wait this week, amidst all the busyness of the sea-
son, let’s also take a look ahead at our upcoming Christmas 
schedule of Masses. As mentioned, next Sunday, Dec. 23, is 
the 4th Sunday of Advent so make sure you come to Mass 
that day to finish out the season of Advent. I suppose some 
might be tempted to skip Sunday and just come on Christmas 
(or vice-versa), but don’t do it! Give the Lord’s Day its proper 
prominence and then also plan to come to one of the Christmas 
services. You’ve got plenty of options!

    Our Christmas Mass schedule will be: Monday, Dec. 24 
(Christmas Eve) at 4 p.m. (with an additional Mass at the same 
time in the Parish Hall), 6:30 p.m., 8:30 p.m. and 12 midnight; 
Tuesday, Dec. 25 (Christmas Day): 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. Carol-
ing will be held before each Mass. The nursery will be open for 
the 4 p.m. Christmas Eve Masses only. We expect each Mass 
to be well attended so please plan on arriving early to find a 
space for both your car in the parking lot and yourself in a pew!

    Looking ahead to next year, I want to remind you of the 
upcoming discernment for new members of our Parish Pastoral 
Council (PPC) on Saturday, Jan. 12. The PPC is an advisory 
board to me as pastor of the parish and is one of the chief ways 
that the parishioners participate in the life and mission of the 
Church. We have an excellent PPC at the moment and I have 
benefited greatly from their collective wisdom the past several 
years. We all owe the current PPC a tremendous amount of 
gratitude for their service.

    The PPC is comprised of 12 parishioners and we rotate 
membership every year to get new people and new ideas 
involved. We try to keep a balance of nine discerned members 
and three appointees. A process of discernment has become 
the normative way that pastoral councils are filled throughout 
the country. Though it takes a few hours to complete, it allows 
all participating to share in the experience and, most impor-
tantly, allows the Holy Spirit to guide the collective wisdom of 
those discerning. It soon becomes clear who the Spirit is calling 
to serve in this ministry.

    It is important to note that members of the PPC are expected 
to be attentive to the needs of the entire community. They must 
work on behalf of all, not just their favorite areas of interest. 
They are a representative body, not a body of representatives. 
They serve in a consultative role only and have no decision-
making authority. They do not deal with the day-to-day opera-
tions, but rather are to be “forward-looking” and envisioning 
in their role. They help indentify present and future needs and 
consult with me on ways we can best achieve those goals.

    To be a mem-
ber of the PPC, 
one must be an 
active registered 
parishioner with 
a demonstrated 
commitment to 
the life of the 
parish. You must 
be fully initiated in 
the sacraments, 
and if married, be 
in a Catholic mar-
riage. A PPC member must also be willing to engage in spiritual 
growth and skills development to best serve on the council, and 
I think it goes without saying that you must be willing to commit 
to working collaboratively with others. The PPC meets once a 
month, but there are often other responsibilities associated with 
the council that require time and preparation.

    If you would like to participate, please contact me in the 
office or catch me in the narthex as you are leaving Mass one 
day. If you would like to nominate someone to go through the 
discernment, please let me know so that we might invite them 
to attend the discernment. I’m hopeful we will have a good 
group of parishioners on Saturday, Jan. 12 at 8:30 a.m. in 
Room 111 of the Parish Office Building (we’re usually finished 
by 12 noon). Also, please feel free to ask any current PPC 
member any questions you might have about working on the 
council. You’ll find them at most every Mass wearing a PPC 
name badge.

    Don’t forget our collection of new toys for the children of Our 
Mother of Mercy Church continues this weekend. If you forgot 
and still want to participate, feel free to drop off your present 
in the Parish Office this week before Friday. Please help make 
Christmas a little brighter for our friends in our “twinned” parish. 
We’ll take the gifts early next Saturday, Dec. 22 to OMOM. 
See the parish website for details of the delivery day (and the 
sorting the night before) and how you can be part of this great 
family activity. Same goes for our Christmas gift card program 
for Cypress Assistance Ministry. If you haven’t yet brought your 
Christmas card with a gift card to either Wal-Mart or Target, 
drop it by the office this week and we’ll distribute them through 
CAM to those local families in need of a little extra assistance 
this time of year. 

Peace,
Fr. Sean

P.S.: This Monday, Dec. 17, we’re hosting the annual Simbang 
Gabi Mass at 7 p.m. for our Filipino community. This Mass is 
held at a number of parishes throughout the Archdiocese of 
Galveston-Houston each night in the days leading up to Christ-
mas, much like posadas are held each night in the Hispanic 
community. Monday is our turn to host it, and though it has 
special prominence for our many Filipino families, the Mass is 
open to everyone as is the great feast the community puts on 
after Mass. Trust me, you don’t want to miss that! It’s a great 
way to experience the catholicity (small “c” - universality) of our 
beautiful faith. All are welcome!
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Parish Calendar

Stewardship of our Treasures

Collections: Week of Nov. 18

    Weekly             Year to Date  
      

Budgeted $ 70,802 $ 1,628,425
Collected $       69,244 $ 1,485,233
Over/(Under) $           (1,558) $            (143,192)

Diocesan Service Fund (DSF)

Goal for 2018  $305,000
Pledged to Date  $329,180
Paid to Date  $317,375
Participating Families       1,002

Living Our Mission: Capital Campaign

Total Contributing Families: 1,022

Pledges to Date
Current Paid         
Total Project Cost 

$4,501,386
$3,334.698
$13,000,000

Envelopes (515) received
Loose
Misc.
Faith Direct (690 users)
Immaculate Conception
Retired Religious 

$26,061
$14,327
$1,810
$21,500
$6,208
$6,487

Sunday, Dec. 16
Sunday Mass: 7, 9, 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. - Church
Coffee & Donuts after all morning Masses - Parish Hall
 10 a.m. KofC Squires mtg. - Community Center
 11 a.m. Children’s Liturgy of the Word - Chapel
 12 p.m. Adult Confirmation Class - 213
 6:45 p.m. Encounter - Auditorium  

 Monday, Dec. 17
 9 a.m. Mass - Chapel
 10 a.m. Divine Mercy Kingdom of Happiness -   
  207, 208, 209, 211, 212
 7 p.m. Baptism Refresher Class - 112
 7 p.m. Simbang Gabi Mass - Church
 8 p.m. Simbang Gabi Reception - Parish Hall

Tuesday, Dec. 18
 9 a.m. Mass - Chapel
 9:45 a.m. Rosary & Divine Mercy Chaplet - Chapel 
 6 p.m. Choristers Rehearsal - 111
 6:45 p.m. Youth Singers Rehearsal - 111
 6:45 p.m. BSA Troop 573 mtg. - Parish Hall
 7 p.m. Contemporary Ensemble Rehearsal - Church
 7 p.m. KofC Council mtg. - Community Center

 Wednesday, Dec. 19
 8:30 a.m. School Mass - Church
 6 p.m. Reconciliation - Chapel 
 7 p.m. Mass - Chapel
 7 p.m. CtR Young Adult Group Bible Study - 301
 7 p.m. Boy Scout Troop Committee mtg. - 302
 7 p.m. RCIA Inquiry Session - 111, 208, 213 
 7 p.m. Rise - Youth Suite
 7 p.m. That Man Is You - 201, 205, 207, 209

 Thursday, Dec. 20
 9 a.m. Mass - Church 
 9:45 a.m. Rosary for Priests - Church
 11 a.m. Game Day - 111
 7 p.m. Choir Rehearsal - Church
 7 p.m. Cub Scout Pack 573 Den mtg. -    
  207, 209, 211, 212, 217
 7 p.m. St. Anne’s General mtg. - 111
 7 p.m. Thursday Night Bible Study - 213 
 
 Friday, Dec. 21
 9 a.m. Mass - Chapel 
 10 a.m. Friday Morning Bible Study - 111

 Saturday, Dec. 22
 7 a.m. Catholic Men’s Fellowship - 111,113,217
 9 a.m. Reconcilliation - Church
 5 p.m. Mass - Church
 6 p.m. KofC Tamale Sale - Sidewalk

 Sunday, Dec. 23
Sunday Mass: 7, 9, 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. - Church
KofC Tamale Sale after all Masses - Sidewalk

The Parish Office will be closed Monday, Dec. 24 and will 
reopen Thursday, Dec. 27.
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Parish Prayer List Vocations Corner

Readings for the Week of Dec. 16

Mass Intentions for the Week of Dec. 17

Let us keep the following people in our prayers:

Sunday - Third Sunday of Advent
 Zep 3:14-18a; Is 12:2-3, 4, 5-6; Phil 4:4-7; 
 Lk 3:10-18
Monday 
 Gn 49:2, 8-10; Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-8, 17;
 Mt 1:1-17
Tuesday 
 Jer 23:5-8; Ps 72:1-2, 12-13, 18-19; Mt 1:18-25
Wednesday 
 Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a; Ps 71:3-4a, 5-6ab, 16-17; 
 Lk 1:5-25
Thursday 
 Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-2, 3-4ab, 5-6; Lk 1:26-38
Friday - Saint Peter Canisius
 Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a; Ps 33:2-3, 11-12,
 20-21; Lk 1:39-45
Saturday 
 1 Sm 1:24-28; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd; 
 Lk 1:46-56
Sunday - Fourth Sunday of Advent
 Mi 5:1-4a; Ps 80:2-3, 15-16, 18-19; Heb 10:5-10;
 Lk 1:39-45

Monday 9 a.m. Tuan Tran†, Fr. Ian G. Bordenave, 
  Fr. Ernesto Elizondo
Tuesday 9 a.m. James LeRoy†, Connie Bashinski†,  
  Edward Borski†
Wednesday 8:30 a.m.  Tuan Tran†, Connie Bashinski†,   
  Hayden James Hopper
 7 p.m. Fr. Ian G. Bordenave, Margaret Rife†,   
  Elizabeth Callahan†

Thursday 9 a.m.  Rodrigo “Henry” Flores†,  Joan A.   
  Vigorito†, Merci DeLaGuardia†

Friday  9 a.m.  Edwin Pemberton†, Domitila 
  Saucedo†, Dana Payne†

Saturday 5 p.m. Karylyn Mundy†, The Connolly 
  Family, Souls in Purgatory
Sunday 7 a.m. Ricard†/Darensbourg†, Fleecy Noll†,  
  Preciosa M. Baton†

 9 a.m. Parishioners
 11 a.m. James & Margaret Rausch†, Arlene  
  Fawcett Bourland†, Elaine Hickey
 5 p.m. Fred Tadlock†, Connie Bashinski†

If you know someone in need of prayer, contact the Parish 
Office at 281-469-5533. The full list can be found online at 
ctrcc.com/prayer-list. Names remain in the bulletin for three 
months, but all names, and the full Parish Prayer List, will 
remain online until requested to be removed.

Prayer List for Service Men and Women
Keep all our service men and women in our prayers. Visit 
our website for a full listing of service men and women at 
ctrcc.com/prayer-list.

Please join our prayers with the Cardenas family this week as 
they pray with the Vocations Chalice.

Kim Burkhardt
Stanley Pryor
Armando Martinez
Shyann Rodriguez
Castillo Family
Brittany Castillo
Lori Stout
Homer Stevens III
Michael Deane
Allan & Rosie Farris
Declan Schmidt
Linda Lemon
Paul & Vivian Ehlinger
Brooke Krolczyk
Sharon Ray
Cara Moreau
Esperanza Gauna
Ramon Gonzales
Daniel McKey
Brenda Harlan
Jessica Keith
Genevieve Kuta
Thomas Carpenter
Kirsten Parish
Rosemary Mummey
Charo Del Toro

Barbara Doughty
Laura Fowell
Janis Gauthreaux
Dcn. Greg Hall
Brenda Harlan
Tiffany Hinojosa
Greg Hinojosa
Teresa Hinojosa
Virgil Kellogg
Ryan Elizabeth Kingsley
Carl Linseisen
Carolyn Maniscalco
Melissa Neeley
Dr. Andrea O’ Connor
Pamala O’Grady-Meyer
Carol Peiffer
Raquel Fajardo Samonte
Lydia Samonte
Leonard Serres
Bobby Shoulders
Susan Slatton
Linda Spaulding
Hailey Svoboda
Anna Jean Tedder
Rose Womack
See full list online.

Prayer for the Sick
Father,

Your son accepted our sufferings to teach us the virtue of 
patience in human illness.
Hear the prayers we offer for our sick sisters and brothers.

May all who suffer pain, illness or disease realize that 
they have been chosen to be saints and know that they 
are joined to Christ in His suffering for the salvation of the 
world. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

What is a vocation?
A vocation is God’s plan for an individual’s life. At CtR, we 
celebrate those inquiring about a priestly or consecrated life. 
Contact the Vocations Committee and David Greaney at 
dgreaney2010@gmail.com and let us get to know you! 
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Liturgy and Life
Advent Wreath - Week 3

Liturgical Music
CtR Pipe Organ Project

 A few weeks ago we celebrated the 10th anniversary of 
the dedication of our church building. It was a glorious week-
end with liturgies, music and various activities to remind 
ourselves how fortunate we are to have our beautiful church. 
The church building is designed to help us gather as the 
Body of Christ, to celebrate liturgy, especially the Mass, and 
to go forth from the building to serve all those whom God 
has placed in our path. 
 An exciting part of the weekend was the unveiling of the 
CtR Pipe Organ Project. One important item that we were 
not able to include as part of the building of the new church 
was a proper pipe organ. Cardinal DiNardo has stated that 
all churches in the Archdiocese should have as an eventual 
goal the installation of a pipe organ for a number of reasons. 
The Church documents state that the pipe organ is to be ac-
corded pride of place, and that the pipe organ is to be held 
in high esteem
 Some folks have asked me about our organ, and espe-
cially about the pipes we see hanging over the doorway. The 
Allen organ we have now is an electronic organ purchased 
around 20 years ago for the old church. This organ produces 
sound via digital recordings of the sounds of a pipe organ 
broadcasted through speakers. The pipes you see on the 
wall are not functional.
 A pipe organ is a fascinating instrument! Sound is pro-
duced by moving air under pressure through pipes of differ-
ent sizes and shapes. An organ to fit our church would need 
around 3,000 pipes ranging in size from 16’ long and 8” in 
diameter to maybe 2” long and less than ¼” diameter. Each 
pipe corresponds to a pitch and is played on keyboards and 
pedalboard by the organist, who can also select sounds 
alone or in combination with other sounds as the music de-
mands. With flutes, strings and trumpets, a pipe organ can 
be like a full orchestra! 
 Unlike an electronic instrument, which begins to deterio-
rate in 10-20 years, a pipe organ is built to last for more like 
100 years. Many organs that have reached the century mark 
are still in use in the U.S. and in Europe. 

 If you or anyone you know, is interested in working 
with some aspect of the CtR Pipe Organ Project, please 
contact me at bridget.wenk@ctrcc.com. Contact me as 
well if you have any questions about pipe organs or about 
the CtR Project. 

Peace and love,
Bridget Kelly Wenk

MUSIC NEWS & CALENDAR
Tuesday: Cantate! and Contemporary Choir rehearsals
Thursday: Redeemer Choir Christmas rehearsal

 This Sunday we celebrate Gaudete Sunday, a day of 
rejoicing!  On our Advent wreath we light the rose candle for 
the third Sunday of Advent, and the priest and deacons will 
wear their rose vestments at Mass. 
 The rose candle sometimes referred to as the “Shep-
herd’s Candle” reminds us of the joy the world experienced 
at the coming birth of Jesus. In addition, Gaudete Sunday 
is the Sunday of rejoicing because the faithful have arrived 
at the midpoint of Advent. Our preparation is now half over, 
and we are close to Christmas!  
 On the USCCB website, you can find an interactive Ad-
vent wreath calendar where one can select a date in Advent 
and learn more of this season of preparation. This Sunday 
shares the following: 

In many Latin American communities, today is the 
beginning of Las Posadas - reenactments of the 

Holy Family’s journey to Bethlehem. Posadas are 
celebrated in Mexico, Guatemala, El Salvador and 
other Latin American countries. Usually neighbor-
hoods get together to reenact the pilgrimage of 
Joseph and Mary before the birth of Jesus as a 
way to prepare their hearts for the nativity of our 
Lord. They go from house to house singing tradi-
tional Advent and Christmas carols or villancicos, 
knocking on every door, but everyone turns them 
down until they find one house that gives them 

shelter. Some parishes in the United States also 
celebrate this tradition as a way to pass on this 
tradition to young children. They are celebrated 

starting Dec. 16.

For more information on Advent, please visit the USCCB 
website at usccb.org/advent.
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Family Life Ministry
Advent is a Season of Hope

Adult Faith Formation
Save the Date

Married Couples Retreat
“Together In Christ” 

 On Jan. 19, 2019, you and your spouse are invited 
to begin the New Year by giving your marriage the 
greatest gifts of all, “Quality Time Together.” Together 
In Christ is a one-day retreat that will be held at Camp 
Allen in Navasota. You can read more about the retreat 
and register for the retreat by visiting ctrcc.com. For 
details, contact Christy Wright, director of Family Life, at 
christy.wright@ctrcc.com. 

“The Choice Wine”
Continues Jan. 7, 2019 

Step 4: Set Your Mind on the Things Above! 
Register at ctrcc.com/choicewine

 As we celebrate the 
third week in Advent 
we experience the ex-
citement of Christmas 
coming a little closer. 
We sense the antici-
pation that something 
wonderful is about to 
be born into our lives, 
into our world! 
 These final weeks 
of Advent are an opportunity for us open ourselves more 
fully to be the hands and feet of Christ. As we encounter the 
activities that surround the season, let it birth a new love and 
appreciate for the gift of our own lives and for the lives oth-
ers. 
 Take time in your family this week to share the joy that 
God is coming nearer. Ask each other this question, ”How 
can God be born a new in your life this Christmas?” Take 
time to reflect and share your responses with each other. 
Pray this simple prayer as a family: “Come Lord Jesus, 
make your home in me, make your home in our family.”   

With Joyful Anticipation, 
Christy Wright, Director of Family Life         

“ROMERO”
6:45 p.m. JAN. 12, 2019 

RAC Auditorium 
 

 
 This Paulist Press film depicts the last three years of the 
life of one of our newest saints, St. Oscar Romero. He was 
appointed Archbishop of El Salvador during a time of intense 
violence and civil war.  
 Apolitical, it was hoped that Archbishop Romero would 
not get involved in the criticism of the government. However 
due to the oppression, corruption and violence in El Salva-
dor he followed the teachings of Christ and could not stand 
by and watch the oppression of the poor and attacks on the 
church. He began to speak out against the government, 
even exhorting soldiers to put down their arms and to not 
commit violence against their brother and sister Salvadorians.
 He was assassinated on March 24, 1980 as he elevated 
the host in consecration. Declared a martyr by Pope Francis 
and beatified on May 23, 2015, he was canonized on Octo-
ber 14, 2018.
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Mother Adela Galindo  
International  Speaker, 
Founder - Servants of  
the Pierced Hearts of Jesus & Mary Miami, FL 

Sr. Grace Marie Heinrich SCTJM, works with the order’s candidates and postulants. Miami, FL 

Sr. Grace Marie Heinrich 
SCTJM
works with the order’s 
candidates and postulants. 
Miami, FL

Fr. Joseph Rogers STL
Pontifical Gregorian 
University in Rome,
Priest of the 
Archdiocese of D.C.

Mother Adela Galindo
International Speaker
Founder - Servants of the 
Pierced Hearts of Jesus 
& Mary - Miami, FL

NO CHARGE
Limited Seating - Reservations Required

Register at
CTRCC.COM/RAYS-RSVP

Praise and Worship - Teachings - Adoration - Mass

Rays of Enlightenment
DIVINE MERCY CONFERENCE

In the School of His Merciful Love

FEBRUARY 2, 2019
Saturday 9am - 5pm
Christ the Redeemer Catholic Church
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Religious Education
Looking Ahead

Pre-K 3 through 7th Grade
Christmas Holidays – Mark Your Calendars!
There will be no Religious Education classes the week of 
Dec. 23 through Jan. 1. Classes resume the week of Jan. 6. 
Office hours will be limited so please check with parish re-
ceptionist at 281-469-5533. May this season of anticipation 
be a time of hope as we await the celebration of His coming 
in history and the promise of His return.

Catechetical Ministry Day of Prayer
Catechetical Ministry Team, Catechists, 

Aides and Hall Monitors
New Year’s Unwritten Page

Call to Holiness as Witnesses for Jesus Christ
Deacon Kerry and Ann Bourque

9 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 12, 2019
Journey together as we discover the “New Year’s 
Unwritten Page” hearing our call to holiness as 

witnesses for Jesus Christ. The beginning of a new 
year can be an opportunity to set aside time for 

renewal and reflection. Join us for a day of fellow-
ship, prayer, sharing, reflection and discovery. 

RSVP on or before Jan. 8
Contact: Kathy Kelley at 
kathy.kelley@ctrcc.com

First Reconciliation and Communion Sacrament Team
Consider being a part of the planning and implementation 
of sacrament preparation (2nd-5th grade) at CtR. Sacra-
ment preparation is separate from systematic (grade level) 
religious education and is offered in the fall and spring. 
The preparation involves creative and interactive experi-
ences for parents and children. To join the team, contact 
Katie Griep, coordinator of Sacraments, at katie.griep@
ctrcc.com.
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CHRISTMAS 
BOOK 

GIVEAWAY AT 
CHRIST THE 
REDEEMER
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Around the Archdiocese

In God’s Image 
NEW radio program focused on the inclusion of persons with disabilities, 

and their families, in the full life of the Church. 

15 minute shows
Every Sunday, beginning Dec. 2

Stations & Times:
KWWJ-AM “Gospel 1360” 5:30 a.m. w/ simulcast on KWWJ 96.9 FM;

KYOK 1140 AM (Conroe) 6:45 a.m.;
KIKK 650 AM 9:00 a.m. (CBS affiliate);
KKHT 100.7 FM “The Word” 2:30 p.m.

SIGN UP AT DYNAMICCATHOLIC.COM/BEST-ADVENT-EVER
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Sponsors of the Week

Taqueria Mi Tierra
Keller Williams/Towe


