
Blessed Carlo Acutis 

The newly beatified Carlo Acutis was born in London to Italian parents on May 3, 1991. He is 

most well-known for his great devotion to Jesus in the Eucharist, and is often quoted for saying: 

“To stay close to Jesus, that is my life plan.” He did exactly that. Though he was only 15 years 

old when he died from the sudden onset of Leukemia on October 12, 2006, he had lived a life of 

extraordinary virtue and was dedicated to prayer, the idea of digital evangelization, and service 

of the poor. He spent much of his time researching Eucharistic miracles and building a website to 

make the True Presence of the Eucharist known. 

Shortly after he was born, his family re-located to Milan, Italy. On his daily walks to school as a 

young boy, Carlo would stop to talk with the homeless he would encounter on the street. Though 

he did not always have much to give them, he would listen to their problems and find some way 

to meet their needs. Carlo came from a well-off family, and would often give away his allowance 

in secret so that he could help the poor whom he grew in relationship with; he knew many of 

them by name, and would provide meals and sleeping bags for them. He went to Mass daily and 

prayed the Rosary every day, and even went to confession weekly -- often on his own. He is 

known to have stayed behind to pray in front of the Blessed Sacrament for long periods of time 

after Mass were over. His witness to the faith eventually led to the re-conversion of his parents, 

who before him rarely attended Church. 

While he was exceptionally close to God, Carlo was in many ways a normal boy. Carlo loved his 

dogs, he used the internet and had an email address -- he even had a cell phone. He went to 

school and participated in extracurricular activities. Carlo was very attentive to his peers who 

were excluded by others, especially those with disabilities, and was known for defending his 

classmates who got picked on at school. He enjoyed soccer, playing video games on his 

PlayStation 2, and was a skilled computer programmer and graphic designer. He understood the 

great power of media in evangelization, and was inspired to use modern means to communicate 

and express his vibrant faith. 

In 2006, Carlo went with his parents to the doctor for what seemed like regular flu symptoms. 

Upon further examination, it was clear that it was in fact Leukemia, and that he did not have 

more than a few months to live. Carlo accepted this diagnosis with an extraordinary peace, eager 

to offer his sufferings for Pope Benedict XVI and for the Church, saying “I offer all the suffering 

I will have to suffer for the Lord, for the Pope, and the Church.” The funeral was packed with 

many admirers of this young man, but to his parents’ great surprise, many of the homeless 

population came as well – his mother did not know how far and wide the influence young Carlo 

had on his community. Carlo is on his way to becoming the first millennial Saint, and his tomb is 

now open for veneration in Assisi, where he can be seen wearing jeans, a hoodie, and Nike tennis 

shoes – a true witness to all young people today.  


