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Pope Francis, in his Apostolic Exhortation “Evangelii 
Gaudium” or “The Joy of the Gospel,” lauds the gifts of 
each person by saying:

“Through an exchange of gifts, 
     the Spirit can lead us ever more fully 
              into truth and goodness.” 

 Evangelii Gaudium 246
God’s gifts to us individually and as a community are 
abundant. The beauty of our gifts is that they express 
themselves through each person in a variety of ways. 

Christ the Redeemer parishioners live out these gifts by 
valuing their time, talent, and treasure for building up 
one another. This is Stewardship. 

Creating a culture of Stewardship means that our parish 
is growing in awareness of those around us and rein-
venting ways of expressing God’s love to all people. As 
we grow in service to each other, let us also recognize 
our call to serve our brothers and sisters. 
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Dear Friends in Christ,

 On behalf of the Stewardship 
Committee of Christ the Redeemer 
Catholic Church, I greet you in the 
name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and 
Redeemer, in this 40th anniversary 
year of our parish.

 Throughout this jubilee year, we are celebrating our past 
and looking to our future. What a blessed 40 years it has 
been! From a humble beginning in a grocery store strip 
center and a rented elementary school cafeteria in 1980, 
this “little country parish” has grown into a vibrant, dy-
namic spiritual home of more than 7,000 families.

 That great growth has been possible only by God’s grace. 
Of course, it is the people of the parish who have been 
the “work of His hands,” but we would have been able to 
accomplish little without God’s providence at work every 
day of our parish life.

 As we continue to unfold our “2020 Vision” Master Plan 
for our parish, I invite us all to look within and discern how 
God is calling us to serve Him and His people. Make no 
mistake: God is calling you! If you have been baptized in 
Christ, then you have been called by Christ, and you have 
been sent in Christ – the baptism, calling, and sending 
are all one. It is our hope that this booklet will serve as a 
primer to the many ministries and volunteer opportunities 
at CtR that will help you answer that call.

 We speak of stewardship on a daily basis at CtR. How is it 
that we can be good stewards of the many gifts God has 
bestowed on us? How can we generously share our gifts of 
time, talent and treasure? Our Christian calling demands 
nothing less of us but to praise God in our worship and to 
serve God in our community.

 I invite you to prayerfully consider how you can return to 
God just a portion of how you have been blessed. Please 
use this booklet as a guide to help you find ways to share 
your gifts with the community. Let us work together to be 
faithful stewards so that we may help bring about today 
the beginning of the kingdom promised by our God. Here’s 
to the next 40 years!

Yours in Christ the Redeemer,
Fr. Sean

From our pastor,

Rev. Sean Horrigan
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I could do something if only I had more time.
There are not enough hours in the day.

Where did the time go?
You have probably heard these popular remarks about 
time. You have more than likely uttered them yourself. 
Nowadays, everyone seems to be busy with a full 
schedule of work and activities. Many of us say we 
never have enough time to get things done. 

 
A challenge to leave time for leisure

When we use our time wisely, we feel rejuvenated and 
able to make our tasks ones of both quality and quanti-
ty. Using our time wisely depends on how we share our 
time with ourselves, with God, and with the world. If we 
share our time effectively — for leisure, prayer, service, 
and friendship — we allow the light of Christ to both 
fill us up and shine through us to others. Our priority 
should be spending time with our Lord — by going to 
Mass, studying Scripture and spending time in prayer. 
God gives us time as a gift, so let us reflect on how we 
are using our time.

“The Gospel tells us that when the first disciples went 
forth to preach, ‘the Lord worked with them and con-
firmed the message.’ (Mk 16:20) The same thing hap-
pens today. We are invited to discover this, to experience 
it. Christ, risen and glorified, is the wellspring of our 
hope, and he will not deprive us of the help we need to 
carry out the mission which he has entrusted to us.”  

Evangelii Gaudium 275

The Gift of

Time

For Reflection:
• Do I use my time wisely?
• What do I make time for in my day?
• Do I have a good balance between work, service 

and leisure time?
• Do I try to devote at least 5 to 15 minutes to 

prayer daily?
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The beauty of humanity is that God created each of us 
in His image and yet with unique differences. Different 
hearts. Different minds. Different spirits. The mystery 
is that, at the same time, we are all of one mind, one 
heart and one spirit in Christ. Using one’s talents to 
exemplify both your individuality and your oneness with 
the Church is a magnificent expression of God’s love and 
grace. Serving others while using your specific talents 
can be a source of immense joy and fulfillment for you, 
personally, and an abundant gift to the Church. The ben-
efits that the community can reap are abundant with a 
person using the gift of their talents to glorify God and 
their Church. 

 
What talents do you have that can bring you joy 

and serve your community?

“It is he who brings forth a rich variety of gifts, while at 
the same time creating a unity which is never uniformity 
but a multifaceted and inviting harmony. Evangelization 
joyfully acknowledges these varied treasures which the 
Holy Spirit pours out upon the Church.” 

Evangelii Gaudium 117

The Gift of

Talent

For Reflection:
• What activities make me the most happy?
• How can I use my talents to serve CtR and the 

Cypress area?
• Is there a prayer group or club at CtR that may 

interest my family and me?
• When was the last time I volunteered?
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 Being able to give financially in solidarity and service to 
others is a great gift that the Lord gives us. He entrusts 
us with monetary wealth so we can use it for the growth 
and fruitfulness of humanity. Christ the Redeemer asks 
each family to work toward giving the biblical tithe, 
which is 10 percent of your annual income. The Archdio-
cese suggests using your tithe as: 

5 percent to the parish offertory
1 percent to the Archdiocese 
4 percent to other charities 

(including 2nd collections, Catholic education 
and our Capital Campaign)

Tithing is only possible if we recognize our place in the 
world and our invaluable ability to serve our neighbors 
through financial means. Giving is a part of who we 
are as human beings, and each person is called to give 
according to their specific situation. No gift is too small! 
CtR offers assistance with budgeting, fiscal discipline 
and overall financial stewardship.

The Gift of

Treasure
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SACRAMENTAL MINISTRIES
Baptism
The Sacrament of Baptism for infants and children up to 
6-years-old frees the child from original sin and wel-
comes them into the Catholic faith. Parents are asked to 
call the parish office to start the preparation process.

If you are interested in serving on the Baptism Team to 
help prepare parents and godparents for the Sacrament 
of Baptism, please contact Dcn. Jack Alexander, 
jack.alexander@ctrcc.com.

Preparacion Bautismal
CtR ofrecerá clases de preparación bautismal en 
Español. Se requiere que las familias que estén 
preparándose para que sus hijos reciban el bautismo, 
tomen estas dos sesiones de preparación bautismal. 
Las clases serán ofrecidas el tercer y cuarto lunes de las 
7-9 p.m. Para inscribirse en las clases de preparación en 
Español, por favor de contactar la oficina de la Iglesia y 
hablar con Lili Morales a 281-469-5533.

First Holy Eucharist for Youth
The Holy Eucharist completes Christian initiation and 
is “the source and summit of the Christian life,” (CCC 
1324). We have two sacrament-preparation processes 
in place for children (grades 2-5) and young adolescents 
(grades 6-8). For more information or to join the Sacra-
mental Preparation Team, contact Kathy Kelley, 
kathy.kelley@ctrcc.com.

Confirmation for Youth
The Sacrament of Confirmation allows teens to be more 
perfectly bound to the Church and enriched with a 
special strength of the Holy Spirit. Confirmation for our 
youth is for students in grades 9-12 and is part of the 
Youth Ministry program. Contact Rachel Smyth, 
rachel.smyth@ctrcc.com.
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Confirmation for Adults
Catholic adults who are active in practicing their faith 
but have never received the Sacrament of Confirmation 
are encouraged to do so. The formation process focuses 
on those who are ready, through maturity and a change 
of heart, to respond more deeply to God’s invitation of 
love and mercy. Contact Deacon Jack Alexander, 
jack.alexander@ctrcc.com.

Marriage
Marriage is a blessed sacrament in the Church and a 
hope-filled time of celebrating God’s grace through the 
love you share for one another. Your wedding day will 
be a very special day for you, and we want to help you 
prepare for it as best as we can. We also want to help 
you prepare for your entire married life together.  Con-
tact Christy Wright, christy.wright@ctrcc.com, at least 
six to nine months before you hope to be married.

Vocations - Holy Orders
With the Sacrament of Holy Orders comes the discus-
sion of vocations. Vocation discussions include not only 
priests and deacons, but religious men and women as 
well. The goal of our Vocations Committee is to foster 
and support vocations to the priesthood, sisterhood, 
brotherhood and permanent deaconate by creating a 
“culture of vocations” within the parish community. 
Contact David Greaney, dgreaney2010@gmail.com.

Anointing of the Sick
Anointing of the Sick should be requested as soon as 
a serious illness is apparent. It should not be delayed, 
particularly to the moment of death. Contact the church 
office at 281-469-5533.
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RCIA - Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults 
The Rite of Initiation of Adults, or RCIA, is the process 
through which individuals journey to learn more about 
the Catholic faith. This journey is traveled with the 
anticipation of being initiated into the Roman Catholic 
faith. We offer a year-round process. Contact Julie Cook, 
rcia@ctrcc.com.

Serve in RCIA - RCIA Team and RCIA Sponsors
Because no journey should be traveled alone, this min-
istry needs people willing to share their faith with those 
preparing to become Catholic Christians. RCIA sponsors 
must be confirmed Catholics and at least 16 years old. 
The RCIA Team prepares people for sacraments and 
facilitate weekly RCIA sessions. Contact Julie Cook, 
julie.cook@ctrcc.com.

SERVE AT LITURGIES
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion (EMHC) 
EMHCs assist with the distribution of the Eucharist 
during Mass and Eucharistic celebrations. Registered 
parishioners interested in becoming EMHCs must be 
faithful Catholics who have received the Sacraments of 
Baptism, First Eucharist, and Confirmation, are at least 
18-years-old and in good standing with the Church. 
Contact Joanne Lapps, jlapps@sbcglobal.net.

Sacristans
Sacristans assist, facilitate, and provide support for all 
liturgies. Contact Jonathan Topper, jctopper@swbell.net.

Eucharistic Ministry to the Sick
The Eucharistic Ministry to the Sick provides Eucharistic 
visitation to those unable to attend Mass, such as the 
homebound, nursing-home residents and those who are 
hospitalized. Contact Deacon Steve and Carol Moses at 
steve.moses@ctrcc.com, obashinoz@hotmail.com.

Ushers & Greeters
Ushers and Greeters help build an atmosphere of hospi-
tality and reverently provide assistance to those in need 
before, during and after the liturgy. Those interested can 
serve at the Mass of their choosing. Contact Caroline 
Champness, champness@comcast.net.
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Altar Servers
This ministry provides an opportunity for younger mem-
bers to function as lay ministers by reverently assisting 
the celebrant and/or deacon during Sunday Mass and 
special liturgies. Formation (trainings) for new serv-
ers are offered in the spring and summer. Individuals 
interested in becoming servers must be in 5th grade or 
above and must have received their First Communion. 
Contact Deanna Negrete, deanna.negrete@ctrcc.com.

Lectors
Lectors proclaim the word of God clearly so that all who 
hear may respond. Contact Gretchen Towe, 
gretchen.a.towe@gmail.com.

Children’s Liturgy of the Word (CLOW)
CLOW is a worship experience for children during Mass 
that allows them to hear the Scriptures in words they 
understand. The Children’s Liturgy of the Word ministry 
needs adults to help as ministry leaders and assistants. 
Contact Megan Schulz,  megan.schulz@ctrcc.com.

Art and Environment
The Art and Environment team creates an environment 
in the church that enhances prayer and worship ac-
cording to the liturgical times and seasons. A variety of 
talents are needed, including a background in art and 
interior design, woodworking, lighting, sewing and floral 
arrangements. Painters and additional volunteers are 
needed to help complete some seasonal environments 
inside and outside the church. Contact Patty Arnett, 
parnett@sbcglobal.net.

Sewing Group
The Sewing Group creates the baptismal bibs infants 
receive at their baptism in our parish. No sewing expe-
rience is needed to join this ministry. Contact Jeanne 
Netardus, jen_m1165@hotmail.com.
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Altar Linens and Vestments
Members of this group receive proper training to rev-
erently launder the various altar linens and vestments 
at home and return them to use at Mass and special 
liturgies. Contact Belinda Richardson, 
bvrichardson@outlook.com.

Church Tenders
The Church Tenders meet weekly to maintain the beauty 
of the church - cleaning, dusting, replenishing of can-
dles, straightening books, and tidying pews. 
Contact Susie Prather, prather.susie@gmail.com.

Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration
All are invited to adore our Eucharistic Lord (24 hours a 
day, seven days a week) in the Adoration Chapel, which 
is located next to the Prayer Garden across from the 
Community Center. We schedule adorers around the 
clock and are always in need of additional volunteers.  
Contact Anthony Brown, anthonyjbrown@yahoo.com.

Tuesday Rosary & Divine Mercy Chaplet
Pray the rosary every Tuesday after the 9 a.m. Mass. 
The Divine Mercy Chaplet follows in the chapel. Contact 
Marie-Jo Reid, mariejoreid@hotmail.com.

Thursday Rosary for Priests
Pray the rosary every Thursday after the 9 a.m. Mass for 
priests and vocations. Contact Maria Barber, 
mebarber@sbcglobal.net.
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SAMARITAN MINISTRIES 
Friends in Need
Friends in Need serves the parish community with food 
for receptions after funerals. Parishioners interested in 
joining this ministry donate food items as well as help 
with set up, serving, and clean up at funeral 
receptions. Contact Ofelia Carrasco, 
ofelia.carrasco@ctrcc.com.

Serenity Grief Support Group
Serenity Grief Support Group provides comfort, support 
and guidance for the bereaved of the parish. This 
ministry offers encouragement and comforts those in 
need of understanding, friendship, and kindness in a 
time of sorrow. Parishioners are encouraged to contact 
the group to help them in their times of grief. Contact 
John Rohrer, wheelguy1@gmail.com.

Prayer Blanket Ministry  
The Prayer Blanket Ministry involves sewing lap-sized 
blankets for members of our parish who are in need of 
physical or emotional healing. This is a solitary ministry. 
Seamstresses sew and pray over the blankets during 
their assembly. Blankets are also blessed at the monthly 
healing Mass. There is also a need for non-sewers in this 
group. This ministry is always accepting fabric 
donations. Contact Rose Locascio, bittyrose@msn.com.

Respect Life Ministry
The Respect Life Ministry brings awareness and 
educates our parish in all aspects of life. The Respect 
Life Ministry promotes a reverence for human life in all 
stages. No training is required, but due to some of the 
topics discussed, attendance is limited to adults and 
mature teens. Contact Kerry Chu, 
repectlife@ctrcc.com.
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Divorced and Separated Ministry
The Divorced and Separated Ministry presents “Surviv-
ing Divorce: Hope and Healing for the Catholic Family.” 
“Surviving Divorce” was created to bring hope and 
healing to those who have experienced the pain and 
loneliness of a broken marriage. It is for both the newly 
separated and divorced as well as those still struggling 
many years later. Contact Lynn Gondesen, 
lgondesen@att.net.

MUSIC
The CtR Music Ministry provides music leadership for all 
parish liturgies, including Masses, weddings, 
funerals, prayer and reconciliation services. Parishioners 
are invited to share their musical talents with the rest of 
the community. To get involved, contact Bridget Wenk, 
bridget.wenk@ctrcc.com.

Redeemer Choir
The Redeemer Choir sings at the 9 a.m. Sunday Mass 
and at all major parish liturgies. This is an adult choir, 
and requirements include a love of music, a desire to 
sing and the ability to make a commitment to the group.  
Contact Bridget Wenk, bridget.wenk@ctrcc.com.

Contemporary Ensemble
This group sings at the 5 p.m. Mass on Sundays and 
includes guitars, piano, drums and other instruments. 
Contact  Mark Dolce, dolce.tm@att.com.

Choristers
This choir is for students in 3rd-7th grade. Members 
learn basic voice and choral techniques as well as litur-
gical and catechetical lessons. The Choristers normally 
sing twice a month at the 11 a.m. Sunday Mass and for 
parish celebrations. Contact Bridget Wenk, 
bridget.wenk@ctrcc.com.

Youth Singers
The Youth Singers are students in grades 8-12 and sing 
twice a month at the 11 a.m. Sunday Mass. Contact 
Bridget Wenk, bridget.wenk@ctrcc.com.
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Cantors
Cantors primarily lead the assembly in the singing of 
the psalms during Mass. When a choir is not present, 
cantors will lead the congregation during all songs. 
Auditions are required, and training is available on an 
individual basis. Contact Bridget Wenk, 
bridget.wenk@ctrcc.com.

CtR Ringers
The CtR Ringers play handbells for various liturgies 
throughout the Church year. The CtR Ringers are musi-
cians in 5th grade to adulthood. Contact Julie 
Weinmann, weinmann13426@aol.com.

Resurrection Choir
This choir ministers to those mourning the death of a 
loved one by singing at funeral Masses. You need an 
ability to sing and availability on weekday mornings. 
Contact Bridget Wenk, bridget.wenk@ctrcc.com.

Instrumentalists
Instrumentalists are invited to enhance the worship at 
Mass through their talents and gifts, with or without the 
presence of a choir. Contact Bridget Wenk,
bridget.wenk@ctrcc.com.

Sound Board Operator
Parishioners are needed to monitor the sound board 
during the Masses where choirs sing. Volunteers need 
an ear for music and attentiveness to sound. Other 
training will be provided. Contact Bridget Wenk, 
bridget.wenk@ctrcc.com.

CHILDREN/YOUTH
Christ the Redeemer Catholic School
We welcome Pre-K 3 through 8th-grade students. Our 
purpose is to foster academic excellence with a love 
of God and neighbor that inspires and challenges our 
children to become leaders who proclaim the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ in word and action. Schedule a tour online 
at ctrschool.com/tour. Come grow and learn with us!  
Contact the School Office, 281-469-8440, or visit 
ctrschool.com.
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Genesis Early Childhood Program
Our purpose is to provide a safe, loving Catholic Chris-
tian environment where young children, ages 18 months 
to 4 years old, learn through participation in 
developmental and age-appropriate experiences. Our 
curriculum provides activities to support and enhance 
each child’s spiritual, cognitive, social, emotional, 
physical, creative and language development. 
Contact Mary Davis, mary.davis@ctrcc.com.

Religious Education (R.E.)
All are welcome to receive faith formation at CtR. The 
Religious Education Department serves our children 
grades Pre-K 3 - 6th grade. We offer traditional 
classroom sessions as well as a home-based approach 
for families to ensure all are being served. 
Contact Kathy Kelley, kathy.kelley@ctrcc.com.

SERVE IN RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
R.E. Lead Catechist & Co-Catechist
Become a Catechist and share the Good News with the 
Pre-K 3-6th grade children while building community 
with their families. The mission of CtR’s Religious Educa-
tion program is to bring the Good News of God’s love to 
all children and their families and to call them to com-
mit their lives to Christ. Contact Linda Watso, 
linda.watso@ctrcc.com.

R.E. Aide to Catechist & Co-Catechist
Support the Catechist in sharing the Good News with 
the Pre-K 3-6th-grade children. Contact Linda Watso, 
linda.watso@ctrcc.com.

R.E. Hall Monitor
Monitor traffic in the hallways before, during and after 
Religious Education classes. Contact Linda Watso, 
linda.watso@ctrcc.com.
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American Heritage Girls
American Heritage Girls (AHG) is a Christ-centered 
character and leadership development program for girls 
5- to 18-years-old. AHG is dedicated to the mission of 
building women of integrity through service to God, 
family, community and country. 
Contact ahgtx2872@gmail.com.

Boy Scouts
The Boy Scouts strive to develop American citizens who 
are physically, mentally and emotionally fit; have a high 
degree of self-reliance; and possess qualities such as 
initiative, courage, resourcefulness, and reverence. 
Contact Scoutmaster Joel Docog, 
bobwhitejoel@gmail.com.

Cub Scouts
The Cub Scouts of America develop American citizens 
who are physically, mentally, and emotionally fit. Boys 
in 1st-5th grade – or those who are 7- to 10-years-old – 
may find Cub Scouting great for them. Family 
involvement is encouraged. Contact James Baumgartner, 
buzzbaum@sbcglobal.net.

Catholic Faith Camp
During Catholic Faith Camp (CFC) we dig deeper into our 
Catholic faith to unwrap the beauty of what it means 
to be Catholic. We attend daily Mass Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday and Friday and adoration on Wednesday. 
Students are steeped in our Catholic faith during this 
week of fun, religion, and exploration! Teen and adult 
volunteers are needed to serve. Contact Linda Watso, 
linda.watso@ctrcc.com.

Columbian Squires
The Columbian Squires is an international youth frater-
nity run by the Knights of Columbus for Catholic boys 
ages 10-18. The Squires is designed to develop young 
men as leaders who understand their Catholic faith, who 
have a strong commitment to the Church and who are 
ready, willing and capable of patterning their lives after 
Christ. Membership is based upon initiations. Contact 
Armando Rodriguez, armrod2015@gmail.com.
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Vacation Bible School
Vacation Bible School (VBS) is a fun-filled, action-packed 
week where we learn about God and how we can count 
on Him in good times and bad. Come have fun with us 
for either the morning or the evening session. Teen and 
adult volunteers are needed to serve. 
Contact Linda Watso, linda.watso@ctrcc.com.

Youth Sports
CtR Church and School is a member of the West Hous-
ton Christian Sports Association (WHCSA), a youth sport 
skill-building league. We are excited to offer soccer, 
basketball and baseball to our youth at CtR. Contact 
Andrea Leach, andrea.leach@ctrschool.com.

YOUTH MINISTRY
CtR Youth Ministry is committed to lead all youth into 
a personal relationship with Jesus Christ so that they 
know His unconditional love for them. Contact Rachel 
Smyth, rachel.smyth@ctrcc.com.

Rise
Rise is the Middle School Youth Program at CtR that 
seeks to empower students to begin to make the Cath-
olic faith their own through community, prayer, and 
discipleship. All students in 7th-8th grade attending faith 
formation at CtR will attend Rise. The 
students meet together in a large group and then split 
into smaller groups each week. There is also a 
home-based catechesis option.

Encounter 
Encounter is the High School Youth Group and 
confirmation preparation program at CtR. We have 
games, engaging messages, time in small groups, and 
prayer. We meet Sunday evenings in the Redeemer 
Activity Center. Encounter students meet as a large 
group and then are split into small groups. Home-based 
catechesis is not offered for Confirmation I or II as per 
diocesan policies. All preparation must be done by 
the parish. Exceptions to this rule are only offered to 
Confirmation I students who, if attending a Catholic high 
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school, are excused from class time but must attend 
a retreat and are encouraged to attend classes to stay 
connected with the community.

Camino
Camino is a program within Youth Ministry for students 
who have already been confirmed and are ready to go 
deeper in their faith. Small groups meet weekly to pray, 
share, and study. All Camino groups gather together 
once a month to pray, share, and enjoy the community 
fellowship. They meet as a small group at a time and day 
that works for them. We have small groups that meet at 
different times Sunday-Thursday. 

SERVE IN YOUTH MINISTRY
Core Team
Adult Core Team members engage the teens about 
their lives and God. Core Team members are placed 
with the same age-specific group each week and run a 
small group to discuss the topic of the night. Core Team 
members explain what the students don’t understand 
and encourage students in the topics that excite them. 
Contact Rachel Smyth, rachel.smyth@ctrcc.com.

Teen Leaders
Teen leaders are sent as the hands and feet of Jesus 
to bring the love of Christ to others in a real, tangible 
way.  They have the opportunity to invest in the lives of 
our high- and middle-school-students and journey with 
them as they grow in their relationship with Christ. This 
is available for all high school teens who have received 
the Sacrament of Confirmation. Contact Rachel Smyth, 
rachel.smyth@ctrcc.com.

Parent CORPS
Parent Community Organizing to Recruit Parents for Ser-
vice (Parent CORPS) is our behind-the-scenes support 
for Youth Ministry. Parent CORPS aims to improve com-
munication between the youth office and parents, and 
to provide opportunities for parents to serve through 
organizing, chaperoning, and helping with youth activi-
ties. Contact Rachel Smyth, rachel.smyth@ctrcc.com.
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ADULT FAITH FORMATION
ACTS 
Adoration, Community, Theology, Service (ACTS) is a 
Trinitarian and Christ-centric in scope and spirit. The 
ACTS retreat’s goals are to allow an opportunity for 
men and women, on separate retreats, to focus on their 
faith and its application during their daily lives. Also, it 
helps to build purpose in their prayer life, to increase 
their presence at the liturgy, and to cultivate friendship 
among members of the church community. Contact 
Monica Prochazka, monptherapy@yahoo.com.

Alive in the Spirit
Alive in the Spirit demonstrates how CtR parishioners 
and families celebrate Christ’s love through song. It is an 
evening of praise and worship, Scripture, food, and fel-
lowship in a relaxed atmosphere. Contact Deacon Steve 
Moses, steve.moses@ctrcc.com.

Thursday Adult Bible Study
The Thursday Adult Bible study, led by Rosemary Potter, 
has been an established Bible study at CtR for more 
than 20 years. This study focuses on books of the Bible 
and does a line-by-line study. It emphasizes the Catholic 
outlook and application of biblical wisdom to life. This 
study is open to all. Contact Rosemary Potter, 
rosemaryjp28@gmail.com.

Friday Morning Bible Study
The Friday Morning Bible Study is a study for adult 
women on the eternal word of God. We study the Old 
and New Testaments and the Gospel. No sign-up re-
quired. Contact Michele Kuxhausen, 
michelekuxhausen@sbcglobal.net.

Journey Through Scripture
Journey Through Scripture (JTS) is a parish-based Bible 
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study program facilitated by the St. Paul Center for 
Biblical Theology.  JTS is grounded in history, yet 
vibrantly connected to the life of the Church today.  
Contact Amber Thomas, ambert614@gmail.com.

Estudios Bíblicos Para Adultos
Christ the Redeemer ofrece varios estudios de la Biblia 
para adultos de habla hispana. Vea algunas de las 
siguientes opciones. Por favor de contactar a 
jtsespanol@icloud.com.

Catholic Scripture Study
Catholic Scripture Study (CSS) is a program whose 
members not only learn the Scripture, but come to a 
deeper understanding of their Catholic faith in a setting 
that builds Christian fellowship. CSS is a 28-week study 
that runs from September to May. Contact Itze Dixon, 
itze@cypressdixon.com.

CtR Men’s Fellowship
CtR Men’s Fellowship meet to reflect on Scripture and 
the teachings of the Church as well as share their 
experiences to reach a fuller understanding of the faith, 
their own lives, and those they encounter in their 
everyday lives. Contact Brian Caravantes, 
brian.caravantes@gmail.com.

Eucharistic Apostles of The Divine Mercy Cenacle
Join this small group study into the richness of our 
Catholic faith and the Divine Mercy message through 
the writings of St. Maria Faustina Kowalska, the Bible, 
the Catechism, and the Formation Manual. Contact 
Cielo Topper, cielotopper@yahoo.com.

That Man is You!
That Man is You is an interactive, multimedia men’s 
program focused on the development of authentic male 
leadership. That Man is You! honestly addresses the 
pressures and temptations that men face in our modern 
culture, especially those relating to their roles as 
husbands and fathers. Contact Tim Herbert at 
orogeny2004@yahoo.com.
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COUPLE/MARRIAGE ENRICHMENT
Sponsor Couple Ministry 
The Sponsor Couple Ministry is open to married couples 
living a happy, Christian marriage who are willing to 
share their marriage experiences with an engaged cou-
ple. This is a parish-based program in which a married 
couple serves as a “sponsor” to an engaged couple to 
help prepare them for the Sacrament of Marriage. 
Contact Christy Wright, christy.wright@ctrcc.com.

CtR Date Night
Studies show that having dates with your spouse on a 
regular basis is an essential ingredient for a healthy mar-
riage. Dates are held once a month, and topics do not 
build on each other, so you do not need to attend every 
month to benefit from this great program. There is a 
brief discussion of the topic before leaving for your per-
sonal date. Childcare is provided at a small fee. Contact 
Brad and Michele Snyder, micheleesnyder@gmail.com.

Natural Family Planning
Engaged and married couples in Natural Family Planning 
(NFP) classes learn a method of family planning that is 
safe, effective, and consistent with good moral 
practice according to Church teachings. NFP can also 
help couples who have low fertility to get pregnant. 
Contact Christy Wright, christy.wright@ctrcc.com.

Teams of Our Lady 
Teams of Our Lady is for Catholic married couples who 
search for Christ in their marriages and everyday lives. 
Teams offers couples a way to grow together in faith 
and love. Along with other couples, they find support in 
their efforts to lead lives that reflect the Gospel mes-
sage. Contact Brad and Michele Snyder, 
cypresssector.teamsofourlady@outlook.com.

Wedding Guild Ministry
Members of the Wedding Guild assist the clergy with 
details surrounding the Sacrament of Marriage. The 
members of the Wedding Guild will assist by leading 
rehearsals on Friday nights and being present before, 
during and after the ceremony on Saturdays. Visit 
ctrcc.com/weddingguild to submit your interest.
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PARISH LIFE
Adult Game Day
Adults meet for games, fun, and fellowship each week.  
Bring your lunch, learn new games, and make new 
friends. Game Day is every Thursday at 11 a.m.  Contact 
Julene Dulaney, jvdulaney@yahoo.com.

Adult Open Gym
If you are looking to get in some weekly basketball, join 
us for open gym each Sunday from 2-4 p.m. in the gym 
in the Redeemer Activity Center. Contact Kenneth Beck, 
kenneth.beck@cfisd.net.

Advent By Candlelight
Advent by Candlelight is a special evening for women to 
become renewed and refreshed before the Christmas 
rush begins. This is an opportunity to relax and refocus 
on the season of Advent – a wonderful time of waiting 
and anticipation. In an elegant atmosphere, lit only by 
candlelight, guests are served a delightful dessert by a 
table hostess. Contact the Parish Office, 281-469-5533.

Angel Corps
This group of men and women help the parish staff with 
a variety of tasks, such as copying, filing, mailings, and 
other tasks as needed. Contact the Parish Office, 
281-469-5533.

Catholic Daughters of the Americas (CDA)
Catholic Daughters participate in the religious, 
charitable, and educational Apostolates of the Church. 
We engage in spiritual programs which provide its 
members with the opportunity to develop their 
God-given talents in meaningful ways that 
positively influence the welfare of the Church and all 
people throughout the world. 
Contact Christine Maniscalco, txcda2680@gmail.com.
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Coffee & Donuts
Coffee and Donuts is a time for members of the commu-
nity to gather after Sunday-morning Masses. It is hosted 
by different ministries each week helping parishioners 
become aware of the many ministries available to them.  
Help is always needed with set up, serving and clean up. 
Contact Ofelia Carrasco, ofelia.carrasco@ctrcc.com.

CtR Bowling League
Join team Strikes, Spares & Gutters! The co-ed 
five-member teams play at Copperfield every other 
Saturday. Contact Patsy Rios, ivyk48@swbell.net.

Fair Ladies of CtR 
Fair Ladies of CtR, or FLOC, is a faith and fellowship 
group for the women who live in Fairfield and Lakes 
of Fairhaven and attend CtR. We strive to help women 
feel more a part of this parish community. Contact Amy 
Wilkes, apw1974@juno.com.

Garden Ministry
If you enjoy tending a garden, this ministry is for you.  
The garden ministry cares for the plant life around cam-
pus, especially the Prayer Garden. Contact Deacon Kerry 
Bourque, kerry.bourque@ctrcc.com.

Knights of Columbus
The Knights of Columbus is the largest fraternal Catholic 
family organization in the world. Membership is avail-
able to men over 18-years-old, in full communion with 
the Church. Regularly scheduled faith, family and com-
munity functions are held throughout the year. Most 
activities are charity-related. Membership is based upon 
exemplifications. Contact Bob Suarez, 
bob@xpresstel.com.
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Ladies Auxiliary
The Ladies Auxiliary aids CtR’s spiritual and charita-
ble growth, enhances the social life of parish families, 
promotes fellowship and love, and performs works 
of charity. They support various groups, including CtR 
ministries and charitable efforts. Any practicing Catholic 
woman, over 18-years-old who is interested in making 
a difference in our parish is welcome. Contact Nancy 
Daues, nancy.daues@att.net.

Parish Pastoral Council (PPC)
The Parish Pastoral Council offers counsel to the pastor 
on matters of pastoral planning and policy. The PPC con-
sists of nine discerned members and three 
appointed members. Meetings are open to the parish. 
Visitors wishing to address the council may contact the 
pastor one week prior to the meeting.

Parish Pilgrimages
Members of the parish are invited to go on a pilgrimage 
to visit a few countries around the world. This week-
long trip, typically scheduled every year, takes a large 
group, usually around 50-80 people, to visit places 
relating to our Catholic faith and Christian heritage. The 
pastor leads the group along with a professional tour 
guide who will guide travelers through the areas to 
make the most of the trip. Contact Roxie Goetz, 
roxie.goetz@ctrcc.com.

Piece Makers
Piece Makers is a group of women and men who are 
crafters, painters, wood workers, sewers, needle work-
ers and those who enjoy creating handcrafted items. 
They work on various projects and arts and crafts to 
sell at the annual Fall Craft and Bake Sale in November. 
Contact Cathy Morehouse, morehoc@att.net.
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Prison Ministry
The CtR Prison Ministry is inspired by Christ’s 
exclamation to serve our incarcerated brothers. We 
help meet the spiritual needs of our Catholic brothers 
in prison by sharing the love of Jesus Christ with all men 
in prison. Prayerfully discern volunteering for Saturday 
fellowship services that occur on a regular basis. 
Contact prisonministry@ctrcc.com.

St. Anne’s Society
St. Anne’s Society is a ministry for young mothers 
providing opportunities to meet for spiritual, social and 
educational enrichment. In addition to monthly 
meetings, the society will host family events, parent/
child outings, mother’s socials and more. 
Contact ctrsas@gmail.com.

St. Joseph Altar Society
The St. Joseph Altar Society honors beloved St. Joseph 
by hosting a spaghetti dinner, altar, and bake sale in the 
third week of March. Members prepare and serve the 
dinner, set up and clean up. You are welcome to help! 
Proceeds are donated to Cypress Assistance Ministry. 
Contact Kim Dominic, kimberlydominic@ymail.com.

Spring Festival 
CtR hosts its annual Spring Festival during the last 
weekend of April. The event provides the community 
with fun and fellowship and serves as a major fundraiser 
for our parish. Parishioners are needed to volunteer as 
festival committee members, booth coordinators, shift 
workers, set-up/take-down helpers, donations etc. 
Contact Mike and Camille Havelka, 
havelka@sbcglobal.net.

The Cana Experience
The Cana Experience is a formation program specifically 
designed for mothers of young children, birth through 
5th grade, to help them live their vocation to marriage 
and parenthood in all its fullness. Contact 
Robin Spencer, robin@canafamilyinstitute.com.
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The Classics
The Classics provides fellowship and fun for individuals 
ages 50 and over through social and spiritual activities. 
The members of this ministry help serve one another 
and other members of the community. Contact Linda 
Ford, fordhou61@yahoo.com.

Welcoming Committee
The Welcoming Committee provides a warm welcome 
to all who are new to our parish. Members make wel-
coming phone calls to newly registered families, mail 
Welcome Packets, and greet visitors and prospective 
new parishioners after all Masses at the Welcome 
Center in the narthex. The committee also hosts 
welcoming events for new parishioners. Contact Marisel 
Menendez, marisel.menendez@yahoo.com.

Young Adult Group
This group is a community of young adults in their 
20s and 30s focused on building relationships in a fun 
supportive environment where members can meet new 
people, serve one another, and grow in our faith. There 
are regular meetings with speakers, socials and service 
projects. This is a wonderful way to connect with other 
young adults in the parish and meet new people. 
Contact Matt Lane, ctryag@gmail.com.

OUTREACH
Adoption Support
CtR hosts a support group for adoptive and foster 
parents. Catholic Charities facilitates the group. Agency 
and private adoptions are welcome. The group is also 
open to foster parents from any licensed agency. Child 
care will be available. Contact Barbara Feliciano, LCSW, 
at 713-874-6597.
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Baby Bottle Blessings Program
This important fundraising event collects needed funds 
for pro-life ministry in the Archdiocese and funds 
education, programs, and resources that celebrate and 
support the sanctity of life. Empty baby bottles are 
distributed and are returned at a later date filled with 
coins. Volunteers are needed to collect and count 
donations. Contact Christy Wright, 
christy.wright@ctrcc.com.

Blood Drive
CtR hosts blood drives twice a year, and your support is 
very valuable.  We invite you to give blood at the drives 
and to volunteer with the coordination and planning. 
Contact the Parish Office, 281-469-5533.

CRS Rice Bowl 
CRS Rice Bowl is the Lenten program of Catholic Relief 
Services. Faith communities in every diocese through-
out the United States put their faith into action through 
prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. Lenten alms donated 
through CRS Rice Bowl support the work of CRS in 
roughly 45 different countries each year. Twenty five 
percent of all donations to CRS Rice Bowl stay in the 
local diocese, supporting hunger and poverty alleviation 
efforts. Contact the Parish Office, 281-469-5533.

Cypress Assistance Ministries (CAM)
CAM answers the Gospel call to “feed the hungry, clothe 
the naked, and help widows and children” by serving 
any person in need – Catholic or non-Catholic – in the 
Cypress, Hockley, and Waller areas. CAM operates a 
food pantry, and a resale shop and offers GED and ESL 
classes at no charge. The unemployed can visit with a 
CAM counselor and use the computer lab to search for 
jobs. The resale shop, Angels’ Attic, is open six days a 
week and requires many volunteers to sort clothing and 
household items, stock the store, and operate the cash 
register. Volunteers are also needed to receive food do-
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nations, stock the food pantry shelves, assemble bags of 
food, distribute school supplies, deliver food to seniors, 
and sort Christmas food and toys to those in need. 
Monetary donations are always accepted. 
Contact CAM, 281-955-7684 or visit 
cypressassistanceministries.com.

Operation Backpack
Our annual Operation Backpack provides school sup-
plies for students every year. Supplies to local school 
children will be distributed through Cypress Assistance 
Ministries (CAM) and our sister parish, Our Mother of 
Mercy Catholic Church. Contact the Parish Office, 
281-469-5533.

Our Mother of Mercy Toy Drive
Every year CtR collects toys for our sister parish, Our 
Mother of Mercy Catholic Church. Parishioners help 
collect, sort, and distribute the toys for Christmas. 
Contact the Parish Office, 281-469-5533.

The Giving Tree
CtR participates in a Giving Tree Project through Cypress 
Assistance Ministries (CAM) at Christmas. Gift card 
donations from Wal-Mart or Target are collected and 
distributed to families for needs and gifts. 
Contact the Parish Office, 281-469-5533.
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In 1980, people living in the area served by Prince of 
Peace Catholic Community received the news that a 
new parish would be established in Cypress and the sur-
rounding area. Rev. George Sheltz, named to be the new 
pastor, met with key ministers living in the new bound-
aries to begin the process of making this dream a reality. 
To choose a name for the new parish, it was decided 
that if this is Christ’s church – it should be named after 
Him.  The name Christ the Redeemer was recommend-
ed and submitted to the Bishop for confirmation.

Before CtR was built, Mass was celebrated at Millsap 
Elementary School, lovingly referred to as “St. Millsap.” 
Storefront space was rented in an old Gerland’s 
shopping center at Huffmeister and Fleur-de-lis to be 
used for daily Mass, office space, religious education 
classes, meetings, youth activities, and dances. The 
space soon limited what could be accomplished. 

Each Friday afternoon, volunteers carried all necessities 
for Mass to Millsap, set up chairs in the cafeteria with 
the altar on the stage for Sunday Mass.  

Then, after the last mass each Sunday, volunteers took 
down all the chairs and altar, reset the tables for school 
the next day, and carried all the necessities back to the 
storefront – quite an undertaking, but everyone pulled 
together. Thus, the true spirit of our Christ the 
Redeemer community was born.

As construction of the church started, two double 
trailers were placed on the Church property. During the 
day, these served as parish offices and a place to house 
the social services which were soon to become Cypress 

Celebrating 40 Years
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Assistance Ministries. In the evening, it was quite a sight 
to behold as every available nook and cranny, even the 
hallway, were used for religious education classes for 
our growing parish. 

The contemporary mission-style church and Community 
Center were completed in 1984, and then after a Master 
Plan in 2005 was developed, an on-campus rectory was 
built in 2006, and our current, 1600-seat sanctuary was 
completed in 2008. Five years later in 2013 we dedicat-
ed a new two-story, 40-room Education Building and 
Parish Hall to accommodate our ever-growing Religious 
Education, Youth Ministry, and Early Childhood pro-
grams as well as a larger multi-purpose hall that could 
host more than 500 people for large parish gatherings 
and overflow Masses for Christmas and Easter.

The Education Building was designed to eventually 
house a Catholic school, with the thought it might come 
to fruition several years down the line. Lo and behold, 
due to parishioner demand and the growth of the Arch-
diocese, CtR Catholic School opened just one year later 
in 2014, and today it educates more than 400 children in 
grades Pre-K-8.

In 2018 we grew again with the opening of our Redeem-
er Activity Center, the RAC, which is home to a 650-seat 
auditorium, a STREAM (Science, Technology, Religion, 
Engineering, Art, and Math) Laboratory, Music and Fine 
Arts enrichment classrooms, a large multi-purpose gym-
nasium as well as an outdoor soccer field and running 
track. The expansive second floor is entirely dedicated 
to Youth Ministry and is home to our Encounter (high 
school) and Rise (junior high) faith formation programs.

God has provided us with a warm, generous, and loving 
community who continue to carry on the spirit of
CtR. A firm foundation has been built on Christ that has 
created a lasting legacy to inspire generations to come. 
The past 40 years have been undoubtedly blessed and 
we look forward in hope to our future.

as Christ the Redeemer
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“Being a disciple means being       
       constantly ready to bring the love 
of Jesus to others, and this 
      can happen unexpectedly and in any 
place: on the street, in a city square, 
          during work, on a journey.”

Evangelii Gaudium 127

281-469-5533       ctrcc.com■

11507 Huffmeister Road
Houston, TX 77065


