
Prayer Jars 
 

This activity can go along with a discussion about what prayer is, why we pray, and specific Bible 

verses related to prayer. You can also adjust the craft to go along with your lesson. If you are 

teaching about how to be thankful, create Gratitude Jars. To teach them to be mindful of all the 
positives that God has given us, create a Blessing Jar. 

Suggested Materials:  
 Mason Jars 
 Christian wood pendants 
 Liquid watercolor 
 Paintbrush & cups 
 Tacky glue or hot glue 
 Burlap ribbon 
 Acrylic paint 
 Elmer’s glueMod Podge 
 Glitter 
 Sticky gems 
 Craft trim 
 Variegated hemp roll 
 Paper 
 Markers 
 Jumbo Craft Sticks 

 

How to Make a Prayer Jar Shown 

1. First, you will want to add some color to your Mason Jar!  

 To get the sheer, matte look: Pour elmers glue into a paint cup. Add a few drops of liquid 

watercolor (choose from red, yellow, blue, green, orange and violet). Mix it in with the 

glue. Add more watercolor if you want a darker color. We used a little bit of blue to get a 

pastel blue, and a little bit of red to get a pastel pink. Use a paintbrush to brush the 

mixture onto the jar. NOTE: It will look streaky at first, but dries smooth. 

 To get an opaque, shiny look: Pour arylic paint into a paint cup. You can mix colors if 

you’d like. Paint the entire jar, then wait until it dries. Add a coat of Mod Podge to 

prevent the paint from chipping off of the glass, and to add some shine. 

 

2. Embellish your jar however you would like. We added craft trim around the top of the jar, 

sticky gems, and some fabric scraps from an old tie dye shirt. You can wrap them around the 

jar and use tacky glue to hold them in place. We also cut some small pieces of burlap ribbon 

and wrapped it around the blue and purple jars. It’s best to use hot glue to hold this in place. 

For the pink jar, we wrapped colorful hemp around the middle. Be sure to start off with the 

string in the back and finish it in the back so it won’t show. 

 

https://www.ssww.com/item/ball-mason-jars-lid-AC994/
https://www.ssww.com/item/product-BE1385/
https://www.ssww.com/item/color-splash-liquid-watercolors-PT3253/
https://www.ssww.com/arts-and-crafts-supplies/paint-brushes/soft-bristle-brushes/
https://www.ssww.com/item/craft-cup-disposable-containers-AC449/
https://www.ssww.com/item/aleenes-tacky-glue-GL422A/
https://www.ssww.com/arts-and-crafts-supplies/glue-and-tape/glue-guns/
https://www.ssww.com/item/natural-burlap-ribbon-wide-yds-long-TR271/
https://www.ssww.com/item/color-splash-acrylic-paint-PT3127/
https://www.ssww.com/item/elmers-glue-all-GL625/
https://www.ssww.com/item/elmers-glue-all-GL625/
https://www.ssww.com/arts-and-crafts-supplies/craft-trims/glitter/
https://www.ssww.com/search/index.php?q=adhesive+gems
https://www.ssww.com/item/trim-assortments-brights-TR268/
https://www.ssww.com/item/variegated-hemp-roll-JE206/
https://www.ssww.com/item/pacon-array-card-stock-white-PE1826/
https://www.ssww.com/arts-and-crafts-supplies/drawing-supplies/markers/
https://www.ssww.com/item/jumbo-craft-sticks-CS700/


3. Add some wood pendants. First, decorate them (some examples are in bullet points below). 

Use the colorful hemp roll to tie a larks head knot (find the middle of the string, make a loop, 

then pull it through) which is great for handing pendants. We also used hot glue to hold it in 

place. 

 Dove: Paint with white acrylic paint first, then added Mod Podge and sprinkle glitter over 

it before it dries. 

 Cross: Paint with sheer gel paint to give it a rustic look 

 Angel: For a natural look, don’t paint the pendant. You can add sticky gem, etc. 

 

4. Add a banner to label your jar. Use paper cardstock and cut out triangles or any shape. Then 

write the letters P-R-A-Y in marker. Glue the paper to the twine with tacky glue. Wrap it 

around the jar. Now your Prayer Jar is done and ready to use. 

 

5. Gather some Jumbo Craft Sticks and write specific prayers, things to be thankful for, or 

names of people/groups you would like to pray for. You can even write Bible verses on the 

craft sticks if you’d like to introduce a discussion on a specific topic. Specific prayers can be 

found the back of all Our Sunday Visitor books received for Religious Education. 

 

 
Examples: 

 Pray the Our Father 

 Pray the Hail Mary 

 Pray for a family member in 

need 

 Pray for the sick 

 Pray for the lonely 

 Pray for priest, deacons, 

bishops, the pope, sisters and 

brother who have taken vows 

to serve 

 Pray the Memorare 

 Pray for mothers 

 Pray for children 

 Pray for fathers 

 Pray for teenagers 

 Pray for teachers 

 Pray in silence and reflect 

 Thank God for at least 5 things 

 Thank God for at least 5 

people 

 Sit quietly and listen to God 

 Tell God your worries 

 Ask God to help you with 

something

 

 

6. Place the craft sticks in the Prayer Jars. When you are ready for the activity, each person will 

pull a craft stick out of the jar and follow what it says. This is a great activity to help both 
kids and adults with prayer, reflecting, and understanding the blessings God has given us. 

 

https://www.ssww.com/item/color-splash-sheer-gel-paint-PT3498/

