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Prayer for Vocations 

 

LORD OF THE HARVEST, 

 

BLESS young people with the gift of courage to respond to your call. 

Open their hearts to great ideals, to great things. 

 

INSPIRE all of your disciples to mutual love and giving— 

for vocations blossom in the  

good soil of faithful people. 

 

INSTILL those in religious life, parish  

ministries, and families with the confidence  

and grace to invite others to embrace  

the bold and noble path of a life  

consecrated to you. 

 

UNITE us to Jesus through prayer and sacrament, 

so that we may cooperate  

with you in building your reign of mercy  

and truth, of justice and peace. Amen. 

 

— Pope Francis 
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Vocation Chalice Participation 
 

On behalf of Christ the Redeemer Catholic Church, we thank you for your participation in the 

parish Vocation Chalice Program. Please check the chalice case and make sure that, in addition 

to this prayer booklet, the following items are inside: 

 The chalice 

 A small journal where you can sign your family's name. 

 The DVD Fishers of Men. 

 The DVD A Vocation Story. 

 

If any of these items are missing, please contact the vocation chalice coordinator who 

scheduled you to pray with the chalice. Please remove the chalice from the case and set it in a 

place of honor where daily activities occur, such as a table, a mantle, or a shelf. Your time of 

prayer with the chalice can take as little or as long as you like. Setting aside 10-15 minutes a 

day will enable you to read the booklet and say the basic prayers. Spending some additional 

time to watch the DVDs and/or discuss vocations as a family will make your experience more 

meaningful. 

 

We suggest you decide on a time when your family can pray together each day for vocations. 

The time may vary by day. This booklet is provides suggested prayers and discussions for each 

day. 

 

Take some time to watch the DVD’s 

 Fishers of Men is an 18 minute film that is entertaining and fast-paced. It shows a 

dramatic re-enactment of a priest inspiring a vocation through his service to someone in 

need of help or use the following link - https://youtu.be/FVEzWuYlAxM 

 A Vocation Story is a 14 minute film about a young girl who answered the call to be a 

religious sister or watch the following link about Sr. Amanda and her vocation  story: 

https://youtu.be/NiaTWnU-VUE 

 

After watching either or both videos, you may want to take some time to talk about clergy 

you have known and admired; for instance, the priest or deacon who baptized you or your 

children, the priest who gave you First Holy Communion, or the sisters who taught you in 

school.  

 

Before returning the chalice, please make sure everything on the checklist is in the case. Return 

the case and its contents to the church parish office on Thursday evening, no later than 8:30 

p.m. Thank you again for this ministry of prayer in the name of all of us at Christ the 

Redeemer Catholic Church. 

https://youtu.be/FVEzWuYlAxM
https://youtu.be/NiaTWnU-VUE
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Sunday 

We pray for Pope Francis, the Bishop of Rome and St. Peter's successor. 

 

The Lord named Peter the Rock of his Church, and gave him the keys to his church.  The Pope, 

who is Peter's successor, is, by reason of his office, the Vicar of Christ, or, the one who has 

the authority to act in place of Christ.  As pastor of the universal Church on earth, the Pope 

has full, supreme and universal power over the whole Church, a power that he can always 

exercise unhindered. 

 

Father, you call each one of us by name and ask us to follow you.   Bless your church by raising 

up dedicated and generous leaders from our families and friends who will serve your people as 

Priests, Sisters and Brothers. Inspire us as we grow to know you and open our hearts to hear 

your call. We ask this in Jesus' name. Amen 

 

A Reading from the Old Testament - Proverbs 3:1-12 

My son, forget not my teaching, keep in mind my commands; for many days, and years of life, 

and peace, they will bring you.  Let not kindness and fidelity leave you; bind them around your 

neck then will you win favor and good esteem before God and ma n.  Trust in the Lord with all 

your heart, on your own intelligence rely not; in all your ways be mindful of him, and he will make 

straight your paths.  Be not wise in your own eyes, fear the Lord and turn away from evil.  This 

will mean health for your flesh and vigor for your bones.   Honor the Lord with your wealth, with 

first fruits of all your produce; then will you r barns be filled with grain, with new wine your vats 

will overflow.   The discipline of the Lord, my son disdain not; spurn not his reproof; for whom 

the Lord loves he reproves, and he chastises the son he favors.  

   

A Reading from the New Testament - Matthew 16:18-19 

And so I  say to you, you  are  Peter, and  upon this  rock I  will  build  my church, and the gates 

of the netherworld shall not prevail against it.   I will give you the keys to the kingdom of heaven.    

Whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatever you loose on earth shall be 

loosed heaven.   

 

Closing Prayer 

Choose from one of the Suggested Closing Prayers in the back of the booklet 

  

 

 

 

 

 



5 
 

      

Discussion Questions 

 What is apostolic succession? 

 Read more about our Holy Father, Pope Francis. His official website is 

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/biography/documents/papa-francesco-

biografia-bergoglio.html. Discuss his journey to the priesthood.  How would you have 

responded in his situation? 

 As the supreme pastor of the Church, the pope is the Vicar of Christ. We believe that 

Christ ministers to the Church through the pope. Talk about what role the pope has in 

our parish community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Monday 
We pray for the bishops and the cardinals. 

 

Bishops have received the highest of the holy orders, are invested with the authority to 

govern a diocese, and are successors of the Apostles. They are directly responsible to the 

Holy Father for the affairs of their dioceses.  The sacrament of Holy Orders confers on a 

bishop spiritual power in its fullness; he may administer Confirmation and Holy Orders, and 

ordain other bishops. Besides administration of the temporal and spiritual affairs of a 

diocese, it is the bishop’s duty (1) to teach, that is guard the purity of doctrine and see that 

it is given to others; (2) to guard the morals of the faithful under his care, to maintain 

discipline, to provide that the faithful receive the sacraments, and ensure divine worship; (3) 

to reside in his jurisdiction; and (4) to visit the parishes of his diocese regularly.  Bishops are 

the visible heads of the particular Church (dioceses) entrusted to them.  

 

An archbishop is a bishop who presides over one or more dioceses, forming an ecclesiastical 

province, and his see is usually in the most important city of the province. Auxiliary bishops are 

given to the archbishop, especially if the archdiocese is extensive and very populous, either to 

assist him in his entire ministry, in some particular pastoral duties, or in caring for a part of 

the archdiocese. 

 

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/biography/documents/papa-francesco-biografia-bergoglio.html
http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/biography/documents/papa-francesco-biografia-bergoglio.html
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Cardinals are bishops who are appointed by the pope. The Code of Canon Law states that "The 

cardinals of Holy Roman Church constitute the senate of the Roman Pontiff and aide him as 

chief counselors and collaborators in the government of the Church." Whenever a pope dies, it 

is the Cardinals under age 80 who elect the new pope. 

In 2004, Galveston-Houston was designated an archdiocese by Blessed Pope John Paul II. The 

first archbishop of the archdiocese was Archbishop Emeritus Joseph Fiorenza who was 

granted retirement by Pope Benedict XVI on February 28, 2006.  The current archbishop of 

Galveston-Houston is a cardinal, Daniel Cardinal DiNardo.  He was the first bishop in a 

southern U.S. diocese to be elevated to the office of cardinal. Our auxiliary bishop is Most 

Reverend Italo Dell’Oro who was recently ordained in 2021. 

 

Father, you call each one of us by name and ask us to follow you. Bless your church by raising up 

dedicated and generous leaders from our families and friends who will serve your people as 

Priests, Sisters and Brothers. Inspire us as we grow to know you and open our hearts to hear 

your call. We ask this in Jesus' name. Amen. 

  

A Reading from the Old Testament - Exodus 18:21 

But you should also look among all the people for able and God-fearing men, trustworthy men 

who hate dishonest gain, and set them as officers over groups of thousands, of hundreds, of 

fifties, and of tens.           

A Reading from the New Testament - Acts 20:28 

Keep watch over yourselves and over the whole flock of which the Holy Spirit has appointed you 

overseers, in which you tend the church of God that he acquired with his own blood. 

 

Closing Prayer 

Choose from one of the Suggested Closing Prayers in the back of the booklet 

 

 

Discussion Questions 

 Visit the USCCB website or look up our bishops at https://www.archgh.org/about/our-

bishops/ 

 How many cardinals do we have in the United States? 

 Have you ever met or talked with a bishop?  Share your experience, 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.archgh.org/about/our-bishops/
https://www.archgh.org/about/our-bishops/
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 Tuesday 
 We pray for our priests and seminarians. 

 

Priests are servants of Jesus Christ, the Head and Shepherd, authoritatively proclaiming His 

Word (preaching), repeating His acts of forgiveness and His offer of salvation, particularly in 

Baptism, Reconciliation, and the Eucharist. A priest shows His loving concern to the point of 

giving himself totally for the flock through his vows of chastity and obedience. Men become 

priests through the sacrament of Holy Orders, which imprints an indelible sacramental 

character, and they receive from the bishop the charge of a parish community. 

 

A diocesan priest ordinarily serves the church within a geographic area called a diocese.  He 

ordinarily serves the people as a parish priest, but he may also be involved in many other forms 

of ministry like teaching, hospital ministry, campus ministry or prison ministry. Christ the 

Redeemer is served by diocesan priests: Reverend Sean Horrigan, pastor, and Reverend 

Vincent Tran, parochial vicar. 

 

A religious priest is a member of a religious congregation whose ministry goes beyond the 

geographic limits of any diocese. A religious priest seeks to live a life of poverty, celibacy, and 

obedience within a community of men. The community shares a common vision and spirituality 

and often emphasizes a particular type of ministry. When our parish first began, it was served 

by the Priests of the Sacred Heart, community of religious priests. 

 

 Seminarians are men who are in formation for the priesthood at an ecclesiastical college of 

higher learning. We are blessed to have a seminary in our archdiocese, St. Mary's Seminary on 

Memorial Drive. There are also many other seminaries located throughout the world.  Religious 

orders sometimes have their own seminaries, but many religious orders send their seminarians 

to St. Mary's here in Houston. 

 

When a man decides to enter the seminary, it is not the final decision; in fact it is really the 

beginning of his serious discernment. A seminarian thinks God may be calling him to the 

priesthood, and he is taking time out of his "normal" life to pray and discern whether the 

priesthood is his call, while at the same time receiving formation for the priesthood. 

Seminarians need a lot of prayer and support during this time. 

 

In addition to all of us praying for seminarians, our Knights of Columbus council has "adopted" 

several seminarians and provides them with a stipend to help with the cost of their studies.  
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Father, you call each one of us by name and ask us to follow you. Bless your church by raising up 

dedicated and   generous leaders from our families and friends who will serve your people as 

Priests, Sisters and Brothers. Inspire us as we grow to know you and open our hearts to hear 

your call. We ask this in Jesus' name. Amen. 

  

 

A Reading from the Old Testament – Psalm 110:4 

The Lord has sworn and will not waiver: "Like Melchizedek, you are a priest forever." 

P 

A Reading from the New Testament - Matthew 26:26-28 

While they were eating, Jesus took bread, said the blessing, broke it, and giving it to his 

disciples said, "Take and eat; this is my body." Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it 

to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you, for this is my blood of the covenant, which will be 

shed on behalf of many for the forgiveness of sins."     

 

Closing Prayers 

Choose from one of the Suggested Closing Prayers in the back of the booklet. 

  

Discussion Questions 

 What qualities do you see in priests you know? Which of these qualities do you recognize 

in yourself or your friends?  

 Do you know someone who you think would be a good priest? Have you mentioned this to 

him?  

 How can you express gratitude to our priests? 

 Have you ever attended an ordination or a profession of vows ceremony? If so, what 

was it like?  If not, ordinations are generally held during the month of May or June and 

are open to the public. Why not plan to attend? 

 Have you ever visited St Mary's Seminary? If so, what was it like?  If not, did you know 

that you can attend Mass any Sunday morning at the seminary? They love having 

visitors. Contact the Parish Vocation Committee for more information. 

 Have you ever thought that God was calling you to become a priest? In what ways? 

 Children, if you felt that God was calling you to become a priest, how do you think your 

parents would react? How would you want them to react? 

 Parents, if one of your children is called to the priesthood; how would you feel? How 

would you react? Would there be any obstacles for you to overcome, and if so, what? 

What would you do to be supportive? 
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Wednesday 
We pray for our Deacons.  

 

Deacons are ministers who serve the people in the ordained diaconal ministry. A man is 

ordained a deacon for service to the local Church, and more specifically, to the bishop. The 

bishop and the deacon are always linked. The title "diakonos," from which we get the word 

"deacon," means “servant” in Greek. Thus deacons are always in service to the bishop and the 

local church. Deacons have a rich history in the Church dating back to the appointment in Acts 

6 of the seven men, including Stephen, who would become the first martyr, to serve the 

charitable needs of the community. 

 

Deacons are members of the clergy. They are no longer laymen, but clergy, and as such have a 

unique role in the church. One kind of deacon is called a permanent deacon. He is a man 35 or 

older, usually married but can be single, and he holds a secular job. He is ordained after an 

extensive program of formation lasting about 6 years, which usually takes place on the 

weekends or in the evening while he continues with his usual lifestyle and work. The permanent 

deacon's primary responsibility, if married, is the care of his family and marriage. While his 

service to the Church is important and very much needed, a deacon, above all, must be a good 

husband and father.  

 

When a deacon is ordained, he receives the Sacrament of Holy Orders. Once ordained, he has a 

threefold responsibilities when it comes to service in the Church: He is a servant of the Word, a 

servant of the Liturgy and a servant of Charity. A deacon's ministry of the Word involves 

proclaiming the Gospel at Mass, preaching on occasion and teaching, as in catechism or other 

faith formation classes. A deacon's ministry of the Liturgy is at service to the altar.  He has 

various roles that are proper to him in the liturgy itself and he serves along with the priest as 

an ordinary minister of Holy Communion. (Lay men and women serve as extraordinary 

ministers.) Finally, a deacon is a servant of Charity. Properly understood, this means that he 

is to have a special outreach and concern for the poor; the sick and the disenfranchised. A 

charitable heart -a servant heart- is vital for a deacon.  He must always be ready to serve in 

whatever way is needed by the Church. 

 

Deacons are ordinary ministers of the Sacrament of Baptism, and they also can witness the 

Sacrament of Marriage. They also preside at funeral liturgies not involving a Mass, such as a 

vigil service or graveside committal service. However, they cannot anoint the sick or hear 

confessions. 
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If a permanent deacon is single at ordination, he is not normally permitted to marry, if a 

married deacon's wife dies, he is usually not permitted to remarry. We have many permanent 

deacons serving our parish because we are so large and the needs of the parish are so great. 

We also have several men in formation for the permanent diaconate. 

In addition to permanent deacons, there are transitional deacons. These are single men who 

are completing their preparation for the priesthood. Before becoming priests, they spend a 

period of time, usually a year, serving in parishes as deacons. We usually have a transitional 

deacon assigned to assist the priests of our parish. 

 

Father, you call each one of us by name and ask us to follow you. Bless your church by raising up 

dedicated and generous leaders from our families and friends who will  serve your people as 

Priests, Sisters and Brothers. Inspire us as we grow to know you and open our hearts to hear 

your call. We ask this in Jesus' name. Amen. 

 

A reading from The Old Testament - Leviticus 10:10-11 

You must be able to distinguish between what is sacred and what is profane, between what is 

clean and what is unclean; you must teach the Israelites all the laws that the Lord has given 

them through Moses.   

       

A reading from the New Testament - Acts 6:2-4 

So the Twelve called together the community of the disciples and said, "It is not right for us 

to neglect the word of God to serve at table. Brothers, select from among you seven 

reputable men, filled with the Spirit and wisdom, whom we shall appoint to this task, whereas 

we shall devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word."     

 

Closing Prayers 

Choose from one of the Suggested Closing Prayers in the back of the booklet.  
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Discussion Questions 

 How are deacons helpful to the Church? Why is it important to pray for them? 

 Talk with a deacon after Mass. Ask him to tell you what being a deacon is like and what it 

means to him. 

 Talk about the deacons you know or have known and how they have impacted you. 

 Share your thoughts and feelings about the diaconate. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Dcn Jack Alexander                Dcn Kerry Bourque           Dcn Bill Bradley 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       Dcn David Carrasco                 Dcn Jay Gause         Dcn Phillip Jackson                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Dcn Mike Jones                      Dcn Steve Moses                       Dcn Daniel Ruvalcaba  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Dcn Jeff Speight                       Dcn Lupe Trevino 
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Thursday 
We pray for those women and men called to the consecrated life. 

 

We all are called to do the Father's will by following Christ through the grace of the Holy Spirit. 

But some are called to further their baptismal commitment in a consecrated life by living 

according to the evangelical vows of  

 poverty - sharing of goods in common & living a simple life, depending on God; 

 celibacy – choosing to love & serve God & all God's people, rather than to love one 

person exclusively; and 

 obedience - living in community & trying to listen to & follow the will of God by taking 

part in the community's life, goals, hopes & work. 

These men and women maintain a single-minded focus on living the life that Jesus embraced and 

present to Him the gift of their lives. 

 

There are different types of consecrated life. Monastic men and women pray and work either in 

monasteries or in the solitude of hermitages. The most well-known monastic communities 

follow the example of St. Benedict. Contemplative institutes are dedicated to contemplation. 

Apostolic religious communities are most familiar. These were established in the Middle Ages 

and their members are teachers, preachers and missionaries such as the Franciscans, 

Carmelites, and Mercy Sisters. Secular institutes follow the evangelical counsels of poverty, 

celibacy and obedience while their members live in their own homes and work in outside 

professions. Societies of apostolic life are similar to the apostolic religious life but were often 

founded for specific missionary or apostolic purposes, i.e., the Society of St. Paul, Maryknoll, 

Society of the Sacred Heart and the Sulpicians. Within consecrated life, vocations to serve 

God are as priest, deacon, sister, brother, and third order associate. 

 

Consecrated women commit themselves to Christ & to service in the Church.  They often live in 

religious communities and they work in areas such as teaching, social work, administration, 

technical skills, and nursing.  Prayer and work are part of the tradition of all of their 

communities. Some communities are more contemplative, while others are more active.  More 

than 40 orders of consecrated women serve in the Diocese of Galveston-Houston. 

 

Brothers are lay men who commit themselves to Christ and the Christian community. Not only 

are they in service to the community, but they also live in religious communities that center 

their lives.  From this root and from their interior lives, they are able to meet the needs of the 

Church in ministries such as teaching, social work, technical occupations, and various others. 
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A Third Order Associate is a man or woman, single or in a committed relationship, who, though 

in an ordinary profession, is called to a dedicated life of service to our Lord through prayer, 

study, and work. A third order associate makes a lifetime commitment to live a Rule of Life in 

company with the sisters and brothers in their Order. 

 

Father, you call each one of us by name and ask us to follow you. Bless your church by raising up 

dedicated and generous leaders from our families and friends who will  serve your people as 

Priests, Sisters and Brothers. Inspire us as we grow to know you and open our hearts to hear 

your call. We ask this in Jesus' name. Amen. 

 

A reading from the Old Testament - Genesis 12:2-3 

I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your name great, so that you will 

be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you and curse those who curse you. All the 

communities of the earth shall find a blessing in you.   

    

A reading from the New Testament - Acts  2:44-47 

All who believed were together and had all things in common; they would sell their property and 

possessions and divide them among all according to each one's need.  Every day they devoted 

themselves to meeting together in the temple area and to breaking bread in their homes. They 

ate their meals with exultation and sincerity of heart, praising God and enjoying favor with all 

the people. And every day the Lord added to their number those who were being saved. 

 

Closing Prayer 

Choose from one of the Suggested Closing Prayers in the back of the booklet. 

 

Discussion Questions 

 How is the life of a third order associate different from yours? 

 Do you know any sisters or brothers who serve the church as consecrated women and 

men or would be good candidates? What about them do you admire?  How did they 

impact you? 

 Have you ever thought that God was calling you to consecrated life?  In what ways? 

 What obstacles prevent you, or prevented you, from following that call? How can you 

overcome those obstacles? 

 Children, if you felt that God was calling you to become a sister or brother, how do you 

think your parents would react? How would you want them to react? 

 Parents, if one of your children is called to consecrated life, how would you feel? How 

would you react? Would there be any obstacles for you to overcome, and if so, what? 

What would you do to be supportive? 
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Wrap-Up 
 

We pray for our lay ministers and for all the Baptized to fulfill their Christian vocations as 

members of the Church. 

 

The Baptized share in the priesthood of Christ, in his prophetic and royal missions. Having 

become members of the church, the baptized no longer belong to themselves, but to Him who 

died and rose for us. Each baptized Christian is called by God to do something special, to 

become someone special! Our call or vocation as Christians is to become more Christ-like. Each 

person has special gifts and talents that will help that person to be of service to others. 

Service is the vocation that is common to all Christians. Each person is called to live out that 

call to service through a particular lifestyle, or State of Life - the Consecrated Life (religious 

sisters and brothers), Holy Orders (priests and deacons), Christian Marriage, or the Single 

life. 

 If we live life as a "called' life, it means that we believe and act out of the belief that God has a 

plan for us. An "uncalled" approach to life means we are all sort of "generic people,'' each doing 

our own thing. Think about this: most people, even Christians, approach life as if it's an empty 

canvas for us to draw on. "What do I want to be?" or "What am I doing to do with my life?" The 

questions that really lead to our happiness and a meaningful life are: "What does God want for 

my life?" What did God put me on this planet for? 

 

Through prayer, reflection, and conversation with others about our dreams and talents, we 

can best combine our talents with the State of Life that will best help us to share the Gospel 

of service with others.  

 

One final discussion question... 

 

When you hear the intention at Mass for an increase in vocations to the priesthood and 

religious life, do you ever think we might be praying for you? 

 

If you or your family would like more information about vocations, please contact our CtR 

Vocations Committee led by: 

Rev. Vincent Tran at vincent.tran@ctrcc.com 

 

or visit our website at: https://ctrcc.com/vocations. 

  

 

 

 

mailto:vincent.tran@ctrcc.com


15 
 

Suggested Closing Prayers 
 

Prayer for Priests  

Lord Jesus, you have chosen your priests from among us and sent them out to proclaim your 

word and to act in your name. For so great a gift to Your Church, we give You praise and 

thanksgiving. We ask You to fill them with the fire of your love, that their ministry may reveal 

your presence in the Church. Since they are earthen vessels, we pray that your power shine out 

through their weakness.  In their afflictions let them never be crushed; in their doubts never 

despair; in temptation, never be destroyed; in persecution, never abandoned.  Inspire them 

through prayer to live each day the mystery of your dying and rising. In times of weakness, 

send them your Spirit, and help them to praise your heavenly Father and pray for poor sinners. 

By the same Holy Spirit, put your word on their lips and your love in their hearts, to bring good 

news to the poor and healing to the brokenhearted. And may the gift of Mary your mother to 

the disciple whom you loved, be your gift to every priest. Grant that she who formed you in her 

human image may form them in your divine image, by the power of your Spirit, to the glory of 

God the Father. Amen. 

  

Family Vocation Prayer 

Dear Jesus, thank you for giving your life for us. Please help more young people to follow your 

example by giving their lives in service as priests and religious. If you are calling someone in our 

family to the priesthood or the religious life, please help them to say "yes." Amen. 

 

A Parents Vocation Prayer for their Children 

Loving Father of our Lord, Jesus Christ, you have created my children special and unique, and I 

give you thanks and praise for them.  Help me to guide them well, to pray for them deeply. Open 

their hearts to your word that they may know the sound of your voice in a world filled with 

distractions. May they hear your call to live lives of Christian service. If you are calling my 

children to a life of Church ministry, my prayer is that your call will be steady and irresistible. 

Grant me, too, a generous heart to open my arms one day to give them to your service. 

Mother Mary, may your tender care keep my children safe, especially as they discern their 

vocations in life.  Loving God, what I ask for my children, I ask for all children; help them to know 

Your Presence in their lives for you are God for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Prayer for Vocations 

 O God, who have chosen the apostles to make disciples of all nations and who by Baptism and 

Confirmation have called us to build up your Holy Church, we earnestly implore you to choose 

from among us, your children, many priests, deacons, and religious brothers and sisters who 

will love you with their whole heart and will gladly spend their entire lives to make you known and 

loved by all. Amen. 

 

Laborers for the Harvest 

O Jesus, Good Shepherd, raise up in all parish communities, priests and deacons, religious, 

consecrated lay people and missionaries according to the needs of the whole world, which you 

love and want to save. We entrust to you in a particular way our parish community; create in it 

the spiritual atmosphere of the first Christians in order that it may be a cenacle of prayer 

where we lovingly receive the Holy Spirit and his gifts. Assist our pastors and all consecrated 

souls.  Guide the steps those who have generously welcomed your call and prepared themselves 

for Holy Orders or the profession of the evangelical counsels.  Direct your loving gaze to the 

many well-disposed young people and invite them to follow you.  Help them to understand that 

only in you they can achieve their fulfillment. We entrust these great desires of your Heart to 

the powerful intercession of Mary, Mother and model of all vocations, and beg you to sustain 

our faith in the certainty that the Father will listen to what you yourself have instructed us 

to ask for. Amen. 

 

Prayer to Discover and Follow My Vocation 

My Lord and my God, you are Love itself, and the source of all love and goodness.   Out of love 

you created me to know you, love and serve you in a unique way, as no one else can. I believe that 

you have a plan for my life, that you have a task in your Kingdom reserved just for me. Show me 

your will for me, 0 gentle and eternal God, and help me to say with Mary, "l am the servant of 

the Lord; let it be done to me according to your word," and to say with Jesus, "let not my will 

be done, but yours." 

 

For Openness to God’s Call 

Lord Jesus, once you called the first disciples in order to make them fishers of men. Continue 

to let resound today your sweet invitation: "Come and follow me." 

Grant to young men and women the grace of responding promptly to your voice. Sustain our 

bishops, priests, and consecrated souls in their apostolic work. Give perseverance to our 

seminarians and to all those who are fulfilling the ideal of a life of total consecration to your 

service.  Enkindle in our communities a missionary zeal. Send, Lord, workers into your fields; and 

do not let mankind be lost because of a lack of pastors, missionaries and people dedicated to 

the cause of the Gospel. Mary, Mother of the Church, model of vocations, help us say "yes" to 

the Lord who calls us to collaborate in the divine design of salvation. Amen 
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Decade of the Rosary 

Recite a decade of the Rosary (Our Father, 10 Hail Mary's, and a Glory Be to the Father) for 

an increase in vocations to the priesthood and consecrated life. 

 

Prayer of Discernment 

God, I know you love me and have great plans for me. But sometimes I am overwhelmed by the 

thought of my future. It's scary, God! Show me how to walk forward one day at a time.  May I 

take heart while I search openly, learn about all the choices, listen to others for advice, and pay 

attention to my own feelings; By doing these things, may I hear your call to a lifestyle that will 

let me love as only I can, and let me serve others with the special gifts you have given me. God, 

thank you for your hope in me. 

 

Prayer for Vocations 

God, our Father, we turn to you in this time of great need. We trust in your loving kindness and 

ask you to hear the prayers we offer for Your Church. Through your grace, we seek men and 

women willing to generously offer their lives to You in the priesthood and religious life. Bless 

and guide those who are discerning Your call to holiness and service. Give them courage, 

steadfast love and a spirit of charity as they seek to respond faithfully to You. We offer this 

prayer for our Christ the Redeemer Catholic Community, for the Archdiocese of Galveston-

Houston, and for the whole Church in the name of your son, Jesus Christ, who is Lord for ever 

and ever. Amen.  

 
 
Thank you for praying for vocations this week. Please continue to pray for God’s 
abundant blessings upon His Church and for an increase in faith within each of 
His children.  
 
Peace and Blessings! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


